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Nature Notes
Cautious Caudata
Peighton S.
Caudata, also known as salamanders, are shy creatures. They live in moist locations, such
as ponds, brooks, and creeks. They can normally be found by flipping over rocks or tree stumps.
One of the most common questions asked by hikers, students and scientists alike is where do
salamanders live?
According to the Acadia National Park service, there are four species of salamanders
living in Acadia: spotted salamanders, eastern red-back salamanders, northern two-lined
salamanders and eastern newt. Although the park claims that there are many salamanders in the
park, I had never seen one. I decided to conduct an experiment to see if I could find any
salamanders, and if I did, possibly learn more about their preferred habitat.
On Monday, May 3rd, I went outside at mid-morning to look under some tree stumps. I
found no salamanders, bugs or worms which was unusual. The weather was very warm, and it
hadn’t rained for a while.
On Friday, May 7th, I went outside at mid-morning to look for salamanders. Instead, I
found lots of worms, millipedes, and various bugs. It had rained Thursday night, so the ground
was still wet. It was unusual for no salamanders to appear, as the circumstances were almost
perfect; There was food, the ground was wet, and so were the stumps.
With this research, I noticed that the bugs, worms and millipedes preferred a certain area.
There were four different spots that I placed the stumps in: on rocks, grass, mud, and woodchips.
I noticed that there were a few bugs crawling in the grass, but nothing was crawling in the wood
chips, or rocks. All of the creatures preferred the mud. I think this is because they could crawl in
and out of the mud, and it was damp. I still didn’t see any salamanders, but now I know where to
look.
Although I didn’t see any salamanders, I did learn a lot about salamanders, worms, bugs,
and millipedes. I also had lots of fun doing this experiment, and I would do it again. Although, I
think that I would look near a river or pond, and I want to know whether or not the time of the
year was a variable in this experiment. I wonder if changing any of these will have a big effect
on the outcome, or if salamanders are just extremely shy.
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Rocks

Wood chips
Creatures I found under the stumps:

Mud

Grass
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